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“A Spiritual Sojourn to Kaiwara”

"The world is a book, and those who

do not travel read only one page."

– Saint Augustine
Educational trips are an integral part of

holistic learning, providing students with

an opportunity to expand their knowledge

beyond the confines of the classroom.

Such excursions not only enrich

academic understanding but also foster

cultural awareness, personal growth, and

social bonding. With this vision in mind,

our institution organised an educational

expedition to Kaiwara, a destination

steeped in history, spirituality, and natural

beauty. The trip was designed to provide

students with first-hand experiences of

sacred architecture, historical narratives,

and the tranquil charm of rural Karnataka,

thereby blending learning with

meaningful exploration.
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Traversing the Scenic Pathways Towards Our Destination

On the morning of March 14, 2025, at 9:00 AM, the students and faculty of

Ramaiah Pre-University College embarked on an enlightening journey to the

historic town of Kaiwara. The day’s itinerary encompassed the tranquil

Kailasagiri Temple, the contemplative environs of Tapovana, and the time-

honoured Alamgiri Temple. The Kailasagiri temple in Karnataka has a history

linked to both the epic Mahabharata and the saint Narayanappa (also known as

Kaiwara Thathayya). It's believed to be the location where the Pandavas stayed

during their exile, and where Bhima killed the demon Bakasura.

By afternoon we reached revered Kailasagiri Temple, a sanctum meticulously carved

into the very core of a cavern. The ascent along its undulating terrain afforded us the

privilege of offering our devotions to the supreme deity, Lord Shiva. The temple’s most

remarkable feature is its extraordinary four-faced idol of Shiva—a rarity, purportedly

found only beyond the borders of Nepal, according to the temple’s learned sage.

Following our veneration of Lord Shiva, we extended our reverence to Goddess

Parvati and Lord Ganesha before setting forth towards our next sacred site.

KAILASAGIRI TEMPLE

The tranquil ambience within the Kailasagiri cave enveloped us in serenity, 

as we engaged in meditation through the harmonious chanting of ‘Om’.
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Our subsequent halt was the Kaiwara Yogi Narayana Temple and the

adjoining Kaiwara Yogi Narayana Mutt. Here, we paid homage to the revered

saint Kaiwara Thathaiyya, within the hallowed precincts established by the

illustrious late Dr. M. S. Ramaiah. The temple’s architectural grandeur was truly

awe-inspiring. A sumptuous luncheon was graciously offered to us, after which

we enjoyed a brief period of rest, indulged in some leisurely shopping, and

prepared ourselves for the next leg of our journey.

KAIWARA TEMPLE

"Amid the Tranquility of Kaiwara Temple"
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Our third destination was Tapovana, an exceptional

monument symbolising the life and spiritual journey

of Kaiwara Maharshi. The grounds were adorned

with numerous statues of the Maharshi, affectionately

known as Thatha, meaning “grandfather” in Telugu.

"Immersed in the Meditative Calm of Tapovana"
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ALAMBAGIRI TEMPLE

At the Alambagiri Temple, where the students had the opportunity to offer

prayers to Shri Venkateshwara Swami. The temple, believed to be over two

hundred years old, resonated with devotion and tranquility in every corner.
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The day concluded with a delightful visit to a nearby vegetarian restaurant, where

we relished exquisitely prepared Masala Dosas. This educational expedition,

marked by its harmonious blend of spirituality, scenic splendour, and cultural

enrichment, etched indelible memories upon our hearts. From the verdant flora

that adorned our path to the tranquil majesty of the temples, the journey served as

a poignant reminder of the profound beauty and diversity that travel imparts.
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